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Statement by the International Federation of Alawite Organizations (IFAO)
Welcoming the Oral Update at the 59th Session of the Human Rights Council

The International Federation of Alawite Organizations (IFAO) welcomes the Oral Update
; delivered by Mr. Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, Chair of the Independent International Commission
@ \ of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, at the 59th Session of the Human Rights Council.
™ The report sheds essential light on the grave risks faced by the Alawite community in Syria
- during this transitional period, including retaliatory violence, sectarian hate speech, forced
- displacement, property confiscation, and abductions.

[ \ Commission’s findings:

/ / + Widespread Retaliatory Attacks
In early March 2025, over four days, hundreds of Alawite civilians were killed and abused in —
more than 40 locations in Latakia, Tartous, Hama, and Homs led by the calls for general

mobilization through social media and local mosques. SN,
+ Documented Killings and Public Torture #

Witnesses from Tartous, Latakia, and Hama described armed groups raiding residential
areas, detaining, torturing, and executing civilians while looting homes, desecrating religious
artefacts, and dehumanising residents. Verified footage showed daylight killings, including

burning and desecration of bodies while celebrating and filming for social media. 5&'@
¢+ Targeted Sectarian Killings of Alawite Men hs'4
While women and children were also victims, attacks primarily targeted Alawite men, driven ﬁ

by hate speech and sectarian incitement.
+ Delayed Security Response

&’@% The Commission noted questions regarding the delayed response of General Security
‘ yi\\\ﬂ\,} : despite prior warnings.
e + Mass Displacement and Need for Protection

Tens of thousands of Alawites have been displaced from Latakia, Tartous, Hama, and
Homs, with over 40,000 crossing into Lebanon, while others lack the means to flee. Urgent .

O\ measures are needed to protect Alawites and prevent a cycle of revenge and retaliatory // \\

Mﬁ_@’gﬁa violence. ( ‘::r% /‘\

T + Ongoing Violations and Abductions \\/
T Reports continue of killings, arbitrary arrests, and property confiscations of Alawites who o
fled, with documented abductions of at least six Alawite women, two of whom remain p—

‘ - missing. / \’\

S=2 + Rise in Hate Speech ( w |

S e The report highlights a surge in hate speech and incitement against Alawites, both online \ L /

and offline, often fuelled by false information originating from abroad.

The IFAO calls upon the Syrian interim government and the international community
to take urgent measures to protect Alawite civilians, ensure accountability, prevent
further violations, and rebuild trust among all communities in Syria.

Protecting civilians, including Alawites, is essential to breaking the cycle of violence and
ensuring a future based on dignity, justice, and equal rights for all Syrians. . \
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Quotes from the report: 2R (he bl B
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“Six weeks after these events, and over the course of four days in early March, hundreds of
Alawi civilians were killed and abused in more than 40 different locations in the coastal regions
of Latakia and Tartous as well as in Hama and Homs governorates.”

Aalie b 08 Gle sane U8 (e A4Sl ela¥) ala) Jaalis | 5038 Slaa A8 ush b e lie 3 sed il (Gaaill lal
Al all Qs ddas o Jiliad ) () 9y agie 2all
OSaall Al 5 Al ge )l i g 5Ll gy agdif g agandnd g Cidall JUiie) o
“People from Tartus, Latakia and Hama governorates revealed in detail how residential areas
were raided by large groups of armed men... They told us how the assailants detained, ill-
treated and executed civilians. They looted houses, desecrated religious artefacts and
dehumanized residents.”
JUEaY) pa £l gl B Ehall (3 a g puadl) cilad ¢ Jlgdl) g (A Al LS JuSEl g cudeil) Jlesd: @ ekl B ) e (33 ,,
dual gl Jibuag (e il jyguailly ¢ #
“Verified footage shows armed men killing Alawi civilians in broad daylight. They stamped on N ¥
and ran over dead bodies. They burned bodies on the street while celebrating.”

Aioial) &l ppiasl) a& ) clangd) o3a ¢ gia¥ alal) (¥l Aulaciad play o &S Jadly

S
“Questions remain around the speed of the response by the General Security to contain the ‘ 5;;
Situation'” Reservoir Markaz

DAl g AT S8 e el ) )50 agie 40,000 o SSH

“Tens of thousands of Alawis have already been displaced from their hometowns and villages in
Latakia, Tartus, Homs and Hama and among them, over 40,000 crossed into Lebanon. Others

are considering fleeing but lack the means to do so.”

\
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“Decisive action is needed to restore protection and re-build trust among minority communities,

and to end the risk of a cycle of revenge and retaliatory violence.” / N\

e Slaal e G led) lSlian b jolian ae oG aladl (Bag Aduat e ) g JB clle ) in) | S |

“Disturbingly, reports continue to circulate of ongoing killings and arbitrary arrests of members of \\"’//
the Alawi community, as well as the confiscation of the property of those who fled the March T
violence.” ~
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“The Commission has also documented abductions by unknown individuals of at least six Alawi \\ '/

women this spring in several Syrian governorates...” h
Sia) Allme il glaay ) e el 8 Ly dlgan i i AN (Ao Gaglad) sl A S Qe g 2y el Baly 3 sl aa
) F A a8 yala Ll

“More recently, sectarian fault lines have also been fuelled by widespread hate speech and |
incitement against Alawis, off and online, including in posts with false information reportedly
often originating from abroad.”

Lallalal) dibgall
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“Protection of civilians is essential to prevent further violations and crimes.”
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