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Statement of Condemnation by the International Federation of Alawite
Organisations IFAO Regarding the Terrorist Bombing that Targeted Mar Elias
Greek Orthodox Church in Al-Dweilaa — Damascus

The International Federation of Alawite Organisations (IFAO) strongly condemns the cowardly terrorist
bombing that targeted Mar Elias Greek Orthodox Church in the Al-Dweilaa district of Damascus on 22 June
2025, claiming the lives of innocent Christian civilians and injuring many others. This horrific attack on a house
of worship constitutes a gross violation of freedom of religion and belief, and a direct assault on Syria’s rich
pluralistic identity and the historic Christian presence in the Levant.

We consider this incident yet another episode in a systematic pattern of violence and intimidation targeting
religious and sectarian minorities in Syria—including Christians, Alawites, Druze, Ismailis, Shiites, and
Murshidis—in the absence of accountability, legal protections, or justice, and amid a growing climate of
impunity.

We have consistently warned of the alarming rise in sectarian hate speech, incitement to violence, and a
culture of revenge in post-regime Syria. The de facto authorities, lacking democratic legitimacy, bear full
responsibility for their failure to safeguard all Syrians regardless of faith or background.

This terrorist act further underlines the increasing peril faced by minority communities in Syria, who are being
targeted for their identity, beliefs, and presence in their ancestral regions. In light of this, we call on all
international actors—including the United Nations, UN Human Rights Council, and global civil society
organisations—to:

1. Ensure the protection of religious minorities in Syria, in line with international human rights treaties

and conventions.

2. Pressure the de facto authorities to respect religious and cultural diversity, and end all forms of
discrimination, marginalisation, and symbolic or physical cleansing.

3. Deploy international observation missions to minority-dominated areas to monitor and prevent further

violations.
We, at the International Federation of Alawite Organisations (IFAO), express our unwavering solidarity

with our Christian brothers and sisters in Syria. The targeting of a church is the targeting of all places of
worship, and an assault on every Syrian who believes in peaceful coexistence, human dignity, and justice.

May the victims rest in peace. We wish the wounded a full recovery. May Syria and all its people be
protected.

22 June 2025
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