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Urgent Appeal by the International Federation of Alawite Organizations — IFAO
On the Wildfires in Rural Latakia

Massive wildfires are sweeping across rural Latakia, consuming our forests, land, and history, burning
trees and roots, threatening the lives of residents, and erasing the memory and spirit of the place.

What we are witnessing is not just a natural disaster, but a major environmental and humanitarian
catastrophe threatening what remains of our ancient forests, leaving ashes over the soil and memory,
amidst a lack of adequate means for a rapid response, making the impact catastrophic on nature, people,
and the environment.

At the International Federation of Alawite Organizations, we affirm that this moment calls upon all of
us, Syrians of all backgrounds inside and abroad, to stand together, hand in hand, utilizing all our
capacities to save our people, our forests, and our homes from this tragedy.

Urgent Call:

¢ To international organizations, humanitarian agencies, environmental institutions worldwide, relief
and emergency organizations, the Red Cross and Red Crescent, the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), global civil defines, and all who have the means and will to help:

We urgently appeal for immediate intervention to provide technical and field support, firefighting
aircraft, equipment, and assistance to local teams in extinguishing these fires threatening human lives
and nature alike.

¢ We also call upon neighbouring countries, especially Turkey, Cyprus, and Greece, as the closest and
most capable of rapid intervention, to extend a helping hand by sending firefighting aircraft and
emergency teams to save what remains of our forests and protect the lives of our people.

Call to the Syrian People:

We call upon all free Syrians to stand united, and contribute to firefighting and support efforts in any
way possible:

By participating on the ground where possible.
By providing water, firefighting tools, and food for the affected families.
By spreading awareness and sharing this appeal as widely as possible.

Let this moment be a moment of awareness and solidarity, where we leave no branch to burn, no tree to
fall, and no memory to be erased by fire.
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