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Statement by the IFAO

The IFAO strongly condemns the offensive, sectarian statements made by
Mohammad Yassin Saleh, who holds the position of Minister of Culture under the de
facto authority in Syria. His statements included unacceptable sectarian insults
against the people of Syria in general and the Alawite community in particular,
seeking to divide them in a vile and unacceptable manner, in addition to insulting
Alawite women who have worked with dignity across various fields.

The sons and daughters of the Alawite community have never been criminals or
crushed, as the minister described, but rather have contributed to building Syria in all
fields, offering sacrifices and services under the harshest conditions.

Alawite women have never been tools for political posturing. For decades, they have
stood at the forefront of education, healthcare, engineering, law, the judiciary, media,
manual and craft work, and community service. They were the teachers who spread
education to the farthest rural areas across Syria, from the outskirts of Deir ez-Zor to
the countrysides of Idlib, Aleppo, and Daraa, forming the nucleus for eradicating
illiteracy and ignorance in these areas. They were the doctors who provided
healthcare without discrimination, the engineers who contributed to rebuilding the
nation, the lawyers and judges who defended people's rights, the journalists who
faithfully conveyed the voice of society, and the workers across various professions
who helped maintain the cycle of life despite all hardships.

The IFAO firmly rejects the statements made by the Minister of Culture under the de
facto authority, considering them sectarian, dangerous, and unbefitting of a
position that should serve as a guardian of cultural and national unity. The Federation
calls on the international community and the countries supporting this authority to
hold this minister accountable as one of the figures promoting discrimination and
hatred, instead of upholding the values of diversity and national belonging.
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